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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the House and Senate passed the transportation reauthorization                bill. The Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21),                formerly known as ISTEA or BESTEA, is a six-year authorizing bill                which funds the nation's highways, bridges, mass transit systems                and bicycle pathways. The previous six-year authorizing bill expired                May 1, 1998. Earlier this week representatives from the House and                Senate Committees met to reconcile their versions of the bill, and                the President is expected to sign the bill by the end of the month.              

Among the Franklin County projects was $3 million for Route 2 improvements.                The funds will begin long-term safety improvements to the 30 mile,                two-lane Route 2 highway between Philipston and Greenfield, which                is part of the National Highway System. 

"The truck traffic along Route 2 is only going to get worse. We                have got to make this road safer," Olver said. 

This highway renovation, based on recommendations from the Route                2 Safety Improvement Study, will widen shoulders, construct new                passing and climbing lanes, add shoulder rumble strips, and realign                roadways to reduce vertical and horizontal curves.

Additionally, $675,000 was approved for construction of the Franklin                County Bikeway. The Bikeway is a network of off-road and shared                roadway bicycle path that connects employment, recreational, cultural,                historic, and educational facilities in the County's seven central                communities. This project provides alternative transportation opportunities,                improves air quality by reducing the number of vehicles on the roadway,                and supports regional economic development. Olver remarked, "Bikepaths                enhance quality of life. And tourists will have increased opportunities                to enjoy the scenic natural resources of Franklin County."              

As a member of the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee,                Rep. Olver has pushed for these western Massachusetts transportation                and infrastructure projects at every stage.
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